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DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
110
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

The De Soto Area School District accepts its guardianship of
public education as a trust and obligation. The basic
purpose of our school system is to educate the youth of the
District while providing a humane and responsive learning
environment for all students.

The District recognizes and celebrates individual
differences and promotes the development of a healthy self-
concept for each student. The District also believes the
function of the educational process is to provide each
student with opportunities for obtaining the knowledge,
experience, and skills necessary to succeed in an ever-
changing society. The De Soto Area School District believes
this will generate an appreciation for education and
lifelong learning. {NOTE: The first two paragraphs were
found in both the 1996-97 teacher performance evaluation
handbook and the 2003-04 faculty handbook.}

The fundamental educational beliefs of the District are as
follows:

All students can learn and add to their knowledge.

All students deserve a safe and conducive learning
environment.

School must create an appreciation for learning as a
life-long process.

All members of our community are valued for who they are
and will be treated with respect.

The educational process requires the dedication and
active participation of our entire community, including
students, parents, staff, district residents, businesses,
and civic organizations. {NOTE: This information was
found on the home page of the district’s web site.}

LEGAL REF.: Sections 118.01 Wisconsin Statutes
118.13
118.30(1qg)
121.02(1)
Wisconsin Constitution - Article X, Section 3



APPROVED: May 27, 1980

REVISED:

NOTE:

This policy is based on information found in the
district’s current policy manual (131 - approved
5/27/80), the 1996-97 teacher performance evaluation
handbook, 2003-04 faculty handbook and the
educational beliefs found on the district’s home page
on the district website. The more recent information
appeared to be an updated version of the ideas
expressed in policy 131, so I replaced that policy
with the newer information, and revised it slightly
for stylistic reasons. Does this policy draft as
written reflect the district’s current educational
philosophy? If not, revise it accordingly. (WASB -
3/04)



DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL DISTRICT LEGAL =ZTATUS

The United States Constitution leaves to the individual
states the responsipllity for publlic educatlion. The
Wisconsin Constitution provides for the establishment of
public school districts and sets up the basis for school
llstrict organization. Thus, the De Soto Area School
District derives i1ts legal status from the Wisconsin
Constitution. {NOTE: I deleted the reference to the Beoard
from the previous statement. School board legal status is
covered in policy 130.}

The District 1=z classified as a common school district and
=hall e known as the De Zoto Area School District.

The District consists of the following municipalities, all
in the State of Wisconsin:

Vernon and Crawford Countlies;
« Willage of Ferryville and Town of Freeman in Crawford
County; and
- Willages of Genoa and Stoddard and Towns of Bergen,

Genoa, Harmony, Sterling and Wheatland in Vernon County.

+ Willage of De Soto in W

LEGAL EREF.: Sections 112.01(2), (29 Wisconsin Statutes
Wisconsin Constitution — Article ¥, Section 2

(%3]

APPROVED IN PART: June 21, 1597
EEVIZED:

NOTE: This policy is based on information found in your
district’s current policy manual (110: 112 - no
approval date; 111 - approved 6/21/76). I combined
the information and revised it for stylistic reasons.
(WASB - 3/04)



DE S0TO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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SCHOOL BOARD LEGAL STATUS

The Becard shall consist of nine memcers who are ele
residing in the Icllowling municipalities, in accordance
with the District plan ¢ apporticnment:

De Sctc in Verncn and Crawicrd Ccounties
Ferryville in Crawficrd County
reeman in Crawicrd County

o CZenca in Vernon County
ol Stoddard in Vernon County

o Fh

o0 0

Bergen 1in Verncn County
Zenca or Town oI Harmeony in Verncn Ccounty

* Town oI Sterling in Verncn County

= Town oI Wheatland in Vernon County

i1

The Beocard consists of & President, Vice-President, Clerk,

Treasurer and five Bocard members.

o]

The District AZdministratcr serves as executive secretary
the Board.

LEGAL REF.: Secticns 118.001
11E.24
1z0.0L12)
L20.0212)

L20.05 (L) id)
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NOTE: This policy is based on information found in your
district’s current policy manual (120 A and B: 121
122.01 - no approval dates). I combined the
infermation and revised it for stylistic reascns. T
did not include information on compensation since
that will be covered in pelicy 163. (WASB - 3/04)



DE S0TO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

-DBRAFT-

FILLING BCOARD VACANCIES

In the event & vacancy cccurs cn the Bocard due to the
dezth, resignaticn emoval frem office of the incumbent,
the ceasing To be ezident o the District, cr cther just

8}
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law, the
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cause as cutlined by = cancy =hall e Zilled

&
polintment oy the remaining memoers.

To Z111 & wvacancy con the Board, the remaining memoers shall
arpolnt & replacement ziter considering the gualificaticns
of qualified electors who have declared an interest in the
oosition. When making the azppointment, Board memoers sheould
conslider the candidate’s interest in children, willingness

Al

to give time and eIlicrt to the work, expertise 1in areas
impeortant te Beoard duties and interest in puclic educaticon.

cintese shall serve the porticn of the unexpired term
criped by 1

The candidate appcocinted to the wvacancy upcn peing notified
o the selecticn shall be deemed to have accepted the

cintment unless, within IZive days therealiter, the perscno
= i 1

written refusal toc serve a5 cutlined in state law.

1]
f

FPending acceptance and filing the cath of cifice, an
coointed Board member shall be s

a eated at the next meeting
of the Board.

LEZAL EREF.: Secticns 17.03 Wisconsin Statutes
17.26
12.01
120.0%01) i
lz0,08i4d)y, (12}

1

PEROVED:

NOTE: This peolicy draft is only an example of the type of
filling board vacancy policy adopted by Wisconsin
school boards. Feel free to revise it to reflect your
district’s practices in filling a beard vacancy. If
you would like additional information and/or sample



DE S0TO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Bocard oI Educatien shall elect z President, Vice-
President, Clerk and Treasurer at the Bocard' s

icnal meeting, which i=s held cn the 4th
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The term o ciIfice shall pbe Ior cne year.
The President

The President shall:
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m
73]
I-I-
[
m
fu
rt

2l]l Board meetings.

. decide cn any questicns oI corder, subject To appeal by

any Board member.

c. receive and review z2l]1 communicaticns that are directed
to the Board.

h

d. appoint speclzl committees and act as an ex-cIifiicic
memoer of committees, {NOTE: If your use of the term “ex-
officico” is intended te mean "non-voting”, you may wish
to revise the previous statement accordingly.}

e, aopcint Board standing committees. {NOTE: I added this
item to reflect information found in pelicy 183 on Board
Committeeas. }

Fhy

. pericrm such other duties as prescribed by law and as may
pe zssigned oy the Board. (NOTE: I added the previous
statement since the statutes include additional duties
and to allow flexibility for the Board to assign specific
tasks to the President.},

The Fresident is entitled teo have hisfher wote counted on
every 1ssue pelore the Board.

The Vice-Fresident

The Vice-President shall:



DE S0OTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL BOARD POWERS ANMD DUTIES

State law provides that schoo i
card of Educaticn. The Bocard may do all things
¢ ducaticon, including

prov cving District programs,
functicns and activities for the benefit of students.
{NOTE: I added the previous statement to reflect new
provisions of state law regarding broad powers of the board
(sections 118.001, 120.12 of the statutes.}

The functicn <f the Bcard shall ke that of policy making,
appraisal and evaluaticn. The Bocard shall operate in such a
manner as to maintain the distincticn between activities

=t

appropriate to the Bocard as the legislative governing body
of the District, and these administrative activities best
performed by the District Administrater and his/her staff
in the exercise of their delegated administratiwve
autheority.

LEZAL REEF.: Secticns 1l1=.001 Wisconsin Statutes
120,10
1z0.12
120,13

AFPFROVED:

NOTE: This policy was found in your district’s current
policy manual (120 C - no approval date). I revised
it for stylistic reasons and as outlined above. (WASB
- 3/04)



DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BCaARD FOLICY DEVELGEMEMNT

The Board of Educaticn shall adopt policies to reflect its
decizicns regarding governance <o the District, as well as
Lo comply with requirements ¢ state and Ifederal laws and
regqulaticns. Members of the administ f shall ke

respocnsiible for informing students and s
policies and rules, and for seeing that
implemented. (NOTE: I revised this paragraph (found in 120
D) very liberally as the current language seemed a little
confusing. Does 1t reflect the district’s intent?}

The Board =sh

f
fu
|_F'|
8]

nake policies IZor 1ts own governan

Such policie nged or amended as needed oy & 273
mzjority of the entire membership of the Beoard. ({NOTE: I
revised the previous statement (found in 125.01) as it
appears that a 2/3 veote would only be required for this
type of policy (i.e. those in Series 100 - Board of
Education of the policy manual). Information found in the
3/8/03 board meeting minutes simply states "motion carried”
toe indicate that policies had been approved on the second
reading - there is no mention of a 2/3 majority. Is this
paragraph accurate as written?}

3
o

may oDe cl

L

i

Board acticn con any policy shall be at & regular meeting

1
|

cne month after the recocmmended change has bpeen oificizally
vresented to the Bozrd. (NOTE: I added "on any policy” for
clarification, as board meeting minutes of 2/8/03 refer to
"second reading” of peolicies relating te a variety of
topics. Does this reflect the district’s current practice?
Are there ever any exceptions?}
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NOTE: This policy 1is based on information found in your
district’s current peolicy manual (120 D; 125.01 - no
approval dates). I combined the information and
revised it for stylistic reasons and as ocutlined
above. (WASEB - 3/04)



DE S0TO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

141

BOARD MEMBEE AUTHORITY AND EESPONIIBILITIES

45 an individual, a Becard of Educaticn member has no legal
authority cutside a legally constituted Board meeting,
unless authcrized by the Bocard, since the law assigns
powers, duties and respon ltllltldd 2f the Board to the
card as whole. {NOTE: I revised the previous statement for

clarification. }

Board members, working together as a Board, shall be
responsikbls f;: :ll matters p rtinent to all phases related
to the cperaticn of Sshttla and educaticn of yvoung pecple
in the DOistrict. {NOTE: The prev;ous statement was found in

policy 122.02 #5. I added "working together as a Board” for
clarification.} Irrespective of municipal seating, Board
members shall act and assume respensibilities and
leadership which is indicative of consideraticn teo 211
vouth in the District, wherever they attend schecl or
reside.

Board members have a respensibility to review and research
21l materiazls received in the mail s¢ that discussicn will
be brief and te the peoint, with ne di g:essing and a minimum
of discussicn, so that acticn may be tftaken competently and

quickly.

AFPFROVED:

NOTE: This policy is based on information found in your
district’s current policy manual (122.02 #5; 124:
124.01 - no approval dates). I combined the
information and revised it for stylistic reasons and
as outlined above. (WASE - 3/04)



DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BEOARD MEMBER DEVELCEMENT OFFORTUNITIES

The Bocard oI Educaticon believes that inservice training Icor
itz mempers i3 wvital in crder Zor the Beard fTo gowvern tThe
District in the mest infermed and prudent manner
Informed decisicon making qrcws more important as school
governance pecomes lncreasingly complex.

In keeping with this positicon, th

=]
participation of its members &t zpoproprizte schocl ooard
cocnferences, conventicns, seminars and workshoos

Board encocurages the

The Becard cerrespcendent (or District Administrater) shall
repcort monthly on upcoming inservice cpportunities Ior
Board memoers. {NOTE: WASB ne longer uses the term "WASE
correspondent”. The term currently used on our membership
verification form is "WASEB delegate and legislative
contact”. Is this the position that is currently
responsible for making this report to the Board? If so,
replace “"correspondent” with "delegate/legislative
contact”.} The Bocard shall select representatives to these
sessicns Irom among its memoership. The members selected
shall repcrt to the Board on the inservice sessicn attended
and shall share infcrmaticn, materizls, and recommendaticons
acquired oy attending the sessicon.

drnnually, the Bocard shall select cne ol 1ii{s memboers Lo
represent the Bocard at the WASE delegate assemily, and an
zlternate. (NOTE: I added information regarding an
alternate.} Whenever z new delegate 1s cheosen by the Beoard,
that individual =zhall pe certified in writing to WASE at
leazt five davs pelcre the delegate assempoly pegins.

Fhy fll

REepresentatives to MNaticnal Schocl Beoard Asscciaticn (MSBA)
Cocnventicons

Up to three Board members shall e entitled to attend
either the NSBA ceonventicon or the aZmerican Assceizticon of

Schocl Administratcors (B2AS2) conventicn in any one vear a
District expense.

it



DE SOTO AREA DISTRICT
163
BOARD MEMBER COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES

Board of Education members shall receive a salary, and shall be
reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred when traveling in
the performance of duties, as determined by the annual meeting

Board members shall be paid $100.00 per day to attend meetings outside
the District.

Board members using their own vehicles in the performance of duties
shall be reimbursed for mileage at the current rate established by the
Internal Revenue Service. Other necessary expenses shall be reimbursed
in accordance with expense reimbursement rates and procedures for
District staff.

No reimbursement may be paid for the expenses of the spouse of any Board
member.

LEGAL REF.: SECTIONS 120.10(3), (4) Wisconsin Statutes
120.13(16), (32)

APPROVED ADMINISTRATOR




DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
164.1

BOARD MEMBER CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Board of Education members shall not buy from, sell to, or in any manner
become parties, directly or indirectly, to any contract to furnish
supplies, material or labor to the District. Certain circumstances

allow collective contracts of not more than $15,000 per year without
penalty of law.

LEGAL REF.: Section 946.13 Wisconsin Statutes

APPROVED: ADMINISTRATOR:




DE S0OTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PUBLIC NOTIFICATICH OF BOARD MEETINGS

Educzaticn
crovided to
in

Whenever possikcle, public netice o a
meetings and Board committes meetings

[TI

B

=0
t

L
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i

& designated newspaper and radic staticn, poste

'
I

designated locaticons throughout the District and provided
to any news mediz who have Ziled & written request, at
least 24 hours oricr o the meeting., {NOTE: I deleted “"open
meetings” since public notice regquirements apply to all
Board meetings, both open and closed. I also added a
reference to Board committees - as subcommittees of a
governmental body, they are alsc subject to reguirements of
the open meetings law. I expanded the previocus statement to
include references to postings and the radio staticon to
reflect current practice, as noted in beoard meeting
minutes. I alsco added a reference to any news media who
have filed a written request and to the reguirement for
notice at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, to reflect
reguirements of secticon 19.84 of the statutes.} Tuclic
noctice shall alsc be placed on the District website. (NOTE:
The previous statement 1s based on information found in the
10722701 board meeting minutes. I was unable to find a
current Beoard meeting agenda on the website however. If
this is not your current practice, delete the previous
statement. }

In the event that & meeting needs to pe scheduled and there
iz nmot suificient time to provide the abocve notice in the
designated newspaper, legal public notice shall ke given bv
ouplic posting throughcout the District. In no event shall

o]
[Ny}

open sessicon of The Beard pe held unless the puknlic h
peen notified oy radic, on staticon WISW, Vircqua at least
two hours pricr to the commencement of the meeting. (NOTE:
Does this paragraph reflect the Board’s practice? Is this
the current radio station? WVRQ is the one referred to 1in
recent board meeting minutes.}

Puplic neotice of Board meetings shall set Zorth the time,
date, rplace and subject matter oI the meeting, including
that intended for considerzticn at any contemplated claosed
session, in accerdance with state law requirements. (NOTE:
I added this paragraph teo provide additiconal guidance.}
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'ARATION AMND DISSEMINATION

The agendz sh

zll be prepared oy the District Administrator,
in consultatic t

1 with the Board Fresident. The agenda will

I
show clearly what pusiness will e transacted.

The agendz and 2ll informaticn sheets pertaining to items
on the agendza shall pe mailed to all Board mempbers no later
than Wednesdavy pricr to a regularly scheduled Beoard
meeting. Special Boa meeting agendas will e handled the
same way, 1 time alleows, =so that Board memoers can review
informaticn zhead ol ftime.

2t no time will copies of business items be passed cut
during the meeting Ic Izf

v action by the Board. there are
informaticnal items pertaining tc the agenda, which oDecause
oI an emergency could not pe mailed To the mempoers, such
copies will be distributed teo each Board member befcre the
meeting begins. Every effcrt shall be made to send a1l
informaticn to Board members pelicore the meeseting.

The Bocard shall ncot discuss cor
Dbusiness no

discuss ma

81

Tt upcn any item oI
included on the noticed azgenda. The Board mavy
ers ralsed oy the public during the public
comment porticn o the meeting, provided such pericd oI
cublic comment was included on the meeting agenda notice.
{NOTE: I replaced item 5 regarding “"such other matters as
are authorized by law” with this paragraph. Except to the
extent authorized by section 12.83(2) of the state
statutes, a school beoard should be cautiocus of discussing
or acting upon any item of business not included in the
public notice of a board meeting. According to section
19.83(2) of the state statutes, a school beoard may discuss
any matter raised by the public during a period of public
comment, provided notice regarding such period of public
comment has been provided under section 192.84(2) of the
statutes. An attorney general 's copinion written prior teo
the change in section 192.83(2) of the statutes (I-5-93)
stated that if a subject that 1is not specifically noticed
comes up at a board meeting, the board should refrain from
engaging in any form of information gathering or discussion
or from taking any action that would depriwve the public of
information about the conduct of governmental business.




DE 50TO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

SUBJECT MATTEER CONSIDERATION

gbruary - Each vear in February a meeting will be held
v the Board of Educaticn with all principals, the
element ~oordinator

ary and the District Administratocr to
review the past vyear and consider plans for the next

2. May - At the first meeting in May, 211 summer prodgrams

will be brought to the Bocard for approval.

3. By June 17" - & special meeting will ke called with the

-

athletic directeor and the high schocel principal and
coaches to go cover plans for the next yvear’s athletics,
review of girl’s athletics and to clarify the duties and
role each has in the enactment of their positicns. {NOTE:
Is a review of girls’ athletics still specifically done,
or is this considered part of the plans for next year’s
athletics? If it is the latter, you may wish to delete

language relating to girls’ athletics.}

AFPFPROVED:

NOTE: These guidelines were found in your district’s

current policy manual (125.02 - no approval date). I
revised them for stylistic reasons. Are these
considerations currently followed? I noted, for
example, that the board meeting minutes of 5/03 did
not include information regarding summer school
programs. You should revise these guidelines if
necessary, or delete them if they are no longer
pertinent. (WASB - 3/04)



DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

RECZUJLAER BOARD MEETINGS

Fegular meetings ¢I the Board oI Educaticn shall pe held con
the second and Zocurth Monday oI each month at the De Scto
Middle Schecl, De Scto, Wisconsin at 8:00 o.m {NOTE: T
revised the previous statement since recent board meeting
minutes show the Middle School Commons to be the location
of board meetings.}

The dav, time and leocaticn of the regular meetings may be

changed upcon majority vote o the Board 2T a2 pricr meeting.
2t the heour <o the meeting i a quorum is present cr a

con thereafter as & quorum 1s present, the President shall
zll the Board to crder and proceed according to the
uolished zgenda. (NOTE: I replaced "or if a quorum 1s
present” with "if a quorum i1s present or as scon thereafter
45 a guorum 1s present” since a meeting may not take place
without a quorum present.} The zagenda shall be Iollowed as
crinted unless & majority o the Board consents to address
zgenda items in & different crder. {NOTE: I replaced
"deviate from the agenda” with "“"address agenda items in a
different corder” teo aveild any pessible confusion regarding
how the agenda may be altered. Due to open meetings law
reguirements, items may not be added to an agenda at the
meeting; supplements to the agenda must be given public
notice at least two hours in advance of the meeting.}

Ll

o

Puclic notice of regular Beoard meetings shall be given in
accordance with state law and estaplished procedures.
{NOTE: I added the previcus statement to provide further

guidance.}

LECZAL REF.: Secticns 19.E4 Wiscensin Statutes

CROSS REF.: 171.1, Public MNotificaticn of Board Meetings
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SPECIATL BOAERED MEETINGE
Special Board of Education meetings shall be held upon the
written reqguest of any Board member
The reguest shall be filed with the Board Clerk, or in the
Clerk's absence, the Board Presldent, who shall notlify in
writing =ach Board member of the time and place of the
speclial Board meeting at least 24 hours before the meeting,
as reguired by law. (NOTE: I added "as required by law” to

provide further guidance.}

if

M

. otlic

Ty T Yy memb
consents in writi ng even tkDLGF Fﬁ'fke does attend.
{NOTE: I added the prev1cus statement to reflect provisions
of secticn 120.11(2) of the statutes.}

f.I?'

.

Puplic notice of speclal Board meetings shall be glven 1n
accordance with state law and established procedures.
{NOTE: I added the previous statement to provide further
guidance. }

LEGAL EEF.: Sectlions 1%, 8¢ Wisconsin Statutes
120.11(2)
CRCSS REF.: 171.1, Pubklic MNotification of Board Meetings

ncda Preparation and Dissemination
APPREOVED:

NOTE: This policy was found in your district’s current
policy manual (123.03 - no approval date). I revised
it for stylistic reasons and as outlined above. (WASB
- 3/04)



DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD CORGANIZATICHNAL MEETING
The organizaticonal meeting <f the Board <f Education shall
be held on the 4™ Monday in April for the purpose of
glecting Board officers. {NOTE: I expanded the previous
statement to provide additional guidance.}

{NOTE: I added the following information to reflect
information found in the 4/28/03 board meeting minutes.} at
the meeting the Board shall also select:

a delegate/legislati- to
the Wisconsin Rssocia
a delegate to Coopera
(CESRY #4; and
the official newspaper
LEGAEL EEF.: Section 120.03 Wisconsin Statutes
AEPPEOVED

NOTE: This policy is based on information found in your
district’s current policy manual (123.01 - no
approval date) and the 4/28/03 board meeting minutes.
I revised it slightly for stylistic reasons and as
outlined above. (WASB - 3/04)
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181
QUORUM
To transact business at any regular or special meeting of

the Board of Educaticon, five or more Board members shall be

oresent,

LEGAL EEF.: Secticn 120.11(1) Wisconsin Statutes
APPROVED:
NOTE: This policy was found in your district’s current

policy manual (123.08 — no approval date). I revised
it slightly for stylistic reasons. (WASB - 3/04)



